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Vietnam Estimates Coal Sales up 25% On-year in Q1

 The State-run Vietnam Coal Corporation (Vinacoal) is estimated to sell nearly 3.9 million tons of coal out of its total output of nearly four million tons in the first quarter of this year, up 25% against the same period last year. Of the total, the corporation exported 1.5 million tons of coal, realizing 31% the year's plan, and sold 2.4 million tons on the domestic market. Its major export markets include Japan, Hungary, Thailand and the Philippines.

 Vietnam plans to produce 14.6-16.3 million tons of coal this year. Last year it turned out 15 million tons of coal, sold 14.7 million tons (including 5.5 million tons abroad), and earned total revenues of VND7,183 billion ($469 million, up 16.8%, 12.3% and 9.6%, respectively, on-year.

 The country will exploit coal at a depth of 300 meters in the coming years. The government has approved a coal development plan to produce 16-17 million tons of coal in 2005, 23-24 million tons in 2010, and 29-30 million tons in 2020, in which the total investment between 2003 and 2010 will be VND14,166 billion ($920 million).

Hoover's Online, 26 March, 2003

A report of shut down Polish coal mines

 An expert team examining the need to shutdown Polish coal mines will report back to the Economy & Labor Ministry in mid-April.

 Polish Deputy Economy Minister Marek Kossowski told Interfax last week that the report was originally expected in March.The group, set up by the ministry in December, is analyzing total demand for coal and the sense of maintaining the current number of coal mines. 
 The government was forced to seek external intervention after a December plan to shut seven of the worst performing mines was scuttled by unions.The government hopes to simultaneously restructure coal mining and generate alternative programs that could absorb coal miners affected by the restructuring of their sector.
 Between 2003 and 2006 job cuts of 27,200 are planned, based on natural attrition of 21,200.
 Polish coal extraction levels fell a slight 0.3% in 2002 to 103.5 million tons. Coal production had been predicted to stay roughly flat at 102 million tons in 2002 against the 100 mln tons assumed in the 1999-2002 coal industry restructuring program. Coal in Poland is protected by a number of trade barriers and is considerably more expensive than coal bought on world markets. At the same time, the financial situation of Polish coal mines is desperate, with total debt in the industry put at PLN 22.5 bln. At the beginning of the year Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski signed into law restructuring legislation that maintained privileges like the fact that mining companies cannot be declared bankrupt. This was as a result of the lack of a new package and the expiring of previous restructuring legislation at the end of 2002.
International Longwall News, 24 March, 2003

Coal mine accident calls for stop of corruption

 Workers in small coal mines might be the most vulnerable group in China, but this is not just a result of harsh working conditions or delayed payment of wages. Their lives are also threatened by inadequate safety protection or illegal mining activities encouraged by profit-hungry mine owners. Sunday's(23 Mar) accident in Xiaoyi, North China's Shanxi Province, once again raises the question of safety in coal mines. 

 By 26 March, 62 miners had been confirmed dead from a fatal gas explosion, while 10 remain missing. The strength of the explosion and the high gas density underground added to rescuers' problems and dimmed hopes of finding more missing miners alive.

 As the investigation digs deeper into the disaster, it is now clear that negligent mine owner Meng Zhaokang is apparently responsible. 

 Had it not been for his disregard of government decree, the private coal mine would have stopped operations following an order by the local authorities in the wake of two major accidents that rocked the prefecture since February.

 Wang Xianzheng, director of the State Administration of Work Safety, has confirmed that corruption could be a factor in this case, and this explains the arrogance behind Meng's decision to openly disregard the decree from higher authorities. Delayed payment of wages and safety problems were also revealed. 

 A review of fatal accidents in small coal mines in recent years indicates more often than not that they go hand in hand with corruption. 

 While improving the implementation of relevant regulations on small coal mine management and safety and dishing out harsher punishment to offenders, it seems equally important to step up the anti-corruption campaign in the sector.
China Daily, 28 March, 2003
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